
 
 

Senate President Warren Petersen 
District 14 

Legislative Biography 

AZ Sen. Warren Petersen is the Senator in the Arizona State Legislature 
who represents the 14th district and received 97.6% of the vote in his last 
election. He is the Chair of the Legislative Council, Joint Administrative 
Rules Oversight, and Rules committees. 
 
He works most frequently on Law (201 bills), Crime and Law Enforcement 
(145 bills), Arizona (127 bills), State and local government operations (92 
bills), and Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) (85 bills). He has 
sponsored 197 bills in his last twenty-one year(s) in office, voting with his 

party 87.6% of the time, getting 74.62% of his bills out of committee, and 36.55% of his sponsored 
bills enacted. 
 
Sen. Petersen most frequently works on legislation with Sonny Borrelli (R-AZ-30) (170 bills), David 
Livingston (R-AZ-28) (165 bills), and Thomas Shope (R-AZ-16) (107 bills). He most frequently votes 
with Shawnna Bolick (R-AZ-2) (97.56%), David Farnsworth (R-AZ-10) (92.27%), and Sonny Borrelli 
(R-AZ-30) (91.95%). 
 
Before entering politics, Sen. Petersen was involved in real estate. He received his undergraduate 
degree from Arizona State University.  
 
About 
Assumed Office - 2020 
Next Election - 2026 
Residence - Gilbert, AZ 
Term - 3rd term 
 
Previous Experience 
Vice President of Sales, VIP Homes 1997-Current 
Owner and Designated Broker, Network Realty, Inc. 1999-Current 
Representative, Arizona House of Representatives, 2013-2017, 2019-2021 
House Majority Leader, 2019-2021 
Member, Southeast Valley Association of Realtors Government Affairs Committee 
Member, National Rifle Association (NRA) 



President, Chief Executive Officer, Rally Forge 2015-Current 
 

[Quorum Biography, Accessed 3/3/2025]  

Undermining American Democracy 

Activity Description Category Role 
HB 2794 Bans election officials from altering voting deadlines Voter Suppression Voted Yes 
SR 1105 Holds county officials in contempt for refusing 

election “audit” subpoenas  
Voter Suppression Sponsored, Voted Yes 

HCR 2023 Resolution opposing “For the People” Act Voter Suppression Voted Yes 
HB 2905 Restricts mail ballot from being sent to all voters Voter Suppression Voted Yes 
SB 1485 Allows purging voters from Permanent Early Voting 

List 
Voter Suppression Voted Yes 

HB 2238 Ban Ballot Drop Boxes Voter Suppression Voted Yes 

HB 2492 Proof of citizenship required for voting Voter Suppression 

 
Voted Yes 

HB 2319 “Transparency in elections” Voter Suppression Voted Yes 

SB 1011 Makes municipal elections partisan Voter Suppression Voted Yes 

HB 2415 Easier removal from voter lists Voter Suppression Voted Yes 

SB 1021 
Attorney General is required to defend all bills passed 
by legislature unless granted permission by legislature Voter Suppression Voted Yes 

SB 1268 Imposes onerous red tape on unions Anti-Labor Sponsored, Voted Yes 
SB 1377 Grants immunity from COVID-19-related liability Anti-Labor Co-sponsored, Voted 

Yes, Voted Yes in 
committee 

HB 2872 
(2020) 

Imposes onerous red tape on unions Anti-Labor Sponsored 

SB 1191 Bans PLAs/Prevailing Wage Anti-Labor Sponsored; Voted Yes 

SB 1278 Onerous paperwork for labor unions Anti-Labor Voted Yes 

SB 1108 
 Penalize localities for passing living wage ordinances. Anti-Labor Voted Yes 

HB 2309 Criminalizes protests of seven or more people Anti-First 
Amendment 

Voted Yes in 
committee 

SB 1532 Prohibits teachers from discussing so-called “divisive 
issues” such as racism, sexism, bias and other social 

issues 

Anti-First 
Amendment 

Voted Yes 

SB 1456 Suppresses teaching of sex ed and gender identity Anti-First 
Amendment 

Voted Yes 

SB 1074 Bans public sector trainings on race, sex 
discrimination 

Anti-First 
Amendment 

Voted Yes 

SB 1165 Bans transgender students from participating on girls 
sports teams 

Anti-First 
Amendment 

Co-sponsored, Voted 
Yes 

SB 1138 Bans medical care for transgender youth Anti-First 
Amendment 

Sponsored, Voted Yes 

HB 2161 Allows for parents to sue schools, local governments, 
and officials 

Anti-First 
Amendment 

Voted Yes 

HB 2112 Bans instruction on race, ethnicity, or sex, threatening 
teachers with fines and losing their licenses 

Anti-First 
Amendment 

Voted Yes in 
committee 

SB 1305 Ban on critical race theory Culture War Voted Yes 
SB 1001 Pronoun bill Culture War Voted Yes 

https://www.quorum.us/official/2657326/?searchTerm=warren%20petersen


SB 1040 Anti-trans bathroom bill Culture War Voted Yes 

SB 1005 
Eliminates penalties for parents suing teachers over 

curriculum and losing  Culture War Voted Yes 

Disinformation 

Big Lie 
Here is an example of Senator Warren Petersen’s social media posts endorsing Trump’s Big Lie:  
 

November 10th, 2020 - RT : Data: Over 10k dead people voted in Mich., fraud probe 
underway  
 

COVID-19 
Here are some examples of Senator Warren Petersen’s posts pushing dangerous anti-science 
sentiments during the historic pandemic:  
 

August 30th, 2020 - RT @amerdailyindy: Maricopa County Health Official Admits 
Manipulating COVID-19 Deaths: https://t.co/hVNo35dbiK 
 
August 11th, 2020 - RT @paulsperry_: BREAKING: Health officials have now determined the 
COVID-19 death rate for those under 70 years old is just 0.04% -- less than the common flu 
 
July 13th, 2020 - RT @RudyGiuliani: Hydroxychloroquine lowers COVID death rate, Henry 
Ford Health study finds and HCQ helped COVID patients survive better - Geller Report News. 
ANOTHER STUDY PROVING THERE IS AN EFFECTIVE TREATMENT FOR COVID-19. 
@realDonaldTrump WAS CORRECT.https://t.co/cLOEk7xIILL 

 
Black Lives Matter 
Senator Warren Petersen shared social media posts designed to undermine and delegitimize the 
movement for racial justice in the United States. Here is an example: 
 

July 26th, 2019 - RT @WaltBlackmanAZ: My question to Black Lives Matter and the 
Democrat platform that supports abortion. Is 20 million black baby abortions considered 
women’s health, equality for all, civil rights for the young or genocide. 
https://t.co/9F8vmDKxbS 

Critical Race Theory 

Here is an example of Senator Warren Petersen’s social media posts misrepresenting Critical Race 
Theory to distort and, ultimately, silence arguments for racial justice & equality in the United States: 
 

April 13th, 2021 - RT @BrandonStraka: Don't be fooled.  Critical race theory is simply just 
racism presented in an "academic" way.  Who else agrees? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10BWNbnmDMzS54aeu0qLpEpAjz7LzRQY5Ig8c3X1lYoo/edit#heading=h.43w2k0f01fas
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10BWNbnmDMzS54aeu0qLpEpAjz7LzRQY5Ig8c3X1lYoo/edit#heading=h.an8x938mrrav
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10BWNbnmDMzS54aeu0qLpEpAjz7LzRQY5Ig8c3X1lYoo/edit#heading=h.i8cqe340w7si
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10BWNbnmDMzS54aeu0qLpEpAjz7LzRQY5Ig8c3X1lYoo/edit#heading=h.5v8czq4eeqnz


Other 

Petersen used his legislative power to try to strike down a Paradise Valley law that would 
restrict his million-dollar Airbnb property in the town. According to the Arizona Mirror, “Sen. 
Warren Petersen wants the attorney general to investigate an ordinance passed by Paradise Valley 
that regulates short-term home rentals, which he says violates state law, while the lawmaker 
himself owns a million-dollar luxury Airbnb listing in Gilbert.  If Petersen’s complaint is successful 
in striking down the Paradise Valley ordinance, it would effectively block other cities and 
municipalities from pursuing other similar ordinances, including in Gilbert, where Petersen’s 
Airbnb is located.” Petersen filed the complaint against Paradise Valley over an ordinance to rein in 
so-called “party houses ” if the attorney general concludes a violation occurred, the ordinance must 
be repealed or else the county loses the money it receives from state income tax revenues, for 
Paradise Valley, would be about $1.6 million, according to the League of Arizona Cities and Towns. 
[AZ Mirror, 3/14/2022] 
 
Petersen altered long-standing Senate practices to try to obstruct Governor Hobbs’s 
nominees. Arizona law requires that the Senate “consent” to gubernatorial nominees; typically, the 
nominees are vetted by the respective committees and then the full Senate. With Petersen as Senate 
president, Republicans instead created the Committee on Director Nominations Committee to stall 
Hobbs appointees.  Hobbs withdrew 13 nominees from consideration because of the Senate 
committee’s opposition, with contentious hearings with far-right legislators accusing them of 
wrongdoing. The former nominees were left in place as "executive deputy directors" to continue to 
lead their agencies. In December 2023, Petersen filed a lawsuit to attempt to block the nominees. 
[AZ Mirror, 12/21/2023] 
 
Petersen filed a lawsuit challenging Arizona’s 2023 Election Procedures Manual that involves 
early voting lists, voter registration cancellations, certifying elections, and more.  Petersen 
filed a lawsuit challenging Arizona’s election procedures. According to Democracy Docket,” Lawsuit 
filed on behalf of Arizona Senate President Warren Petersen (R) and Speaker of the Arizona House 
Ben Toma (R) against Secretary of State Adrian Fontes (D) challenging Arizona’s 2023 Election 
Procedures Manual (EPM). The plaintiffs allege that provisions of the 2023 EPM that pertain to 
Arizona’s Active Early Voting List, voter registration cancellation, petition circulator requirements 
(for a person who gathers signatures for candidate petitions or ballot initiatives), certifying 
elections, and interpretations of ongoing legal proceedings conflict with Arizona law and the 
Arizona Constitution. The plaintiffs request that the court block these provisions.” The lawsuit is 
ongoing.  [Democracy Docket, 1/31/2024] 
 
Petersen falsely claimed Arizona’s school voucher program does not cost taxpayers anything 
(it costs over $900 million a year). In her 2023 State of the State address, Gov. Hobbs called for 
accountability over the state’s education savings accounts (ESA) program. ESAs function as publicly 
funded vouchers for private education. Petersen responded that Hobbs was out of touch and that 
none of his constituents had contacted him regarding ESAs. Petersen claimed, “There is a lot of 
misinformation about ESAs that have been spread, cost has been one of them. ESAs cost about 
$7,500 on average, to educate a child in public schools is about $14,000, so there’s a large tax 

https://azmirror.com/2022/03/14/lawmaker-who-owns-short-term-rental-home-looks-to-block-pv-from-enforcing-regulations/
https://azmirror.com/2023/12/21/gop-senate-leader-sues-hobbs-over-agency-nominations/
https://www.democracydocket.com/cases/arizona-2023-election-procedures-manual-challenge/


savings to the taxpayer.” After universal expansion, ESA vouchers are on track to cost Arizona 
taxpayers over $900 million this school year, nearly 1400% higher than initially projected. Most of 
the recipients never sent their child to public schools and were previously self-financing their 
private education. [AZ Mirror, 12/11/2023; AZ Family, 1/15/2024]  
 
Petersen is co-sponsoring legislation to make illegally crossing the border a state crime, 
copying a controversial Texas law. HB 2748, the Arizona Invasion Act, would make it a state crime 
for anyone to enter the United States from any foreign nation other than at a port of entry. As this is 
already a federal crime, it would authorize local or state police to enforce the law. According to KJZZ, 
“‘Texas is defending itself, and this bill will enable Arizona to defend itself at the border,” Rep. Joseph 
Chaplik (R-Scottsdale) said.  He’s sponsoring one of three bills that copy parts of a Texas law the U.S. 
Department of Justice argues is unconstitutional.  The Texas law is similar to Arizona's own 
infamous 2010 immigration policy, SB 1070. Key provisions of that law were thrown out by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which ruled that Arizona has no right to enforce federal immigration laws.” These 
cruel immigration bills are intended to intimidate and harm the vulnerable. HB 2748 died in the 
Senate. [AZ HB 2748, Committee Report: Rules, amended constitutional and in proper form, 
5-3-0-1-0-0, 2/19/2024; KJZZ, 2/13/2024] 
 
Petersen tried to dodge questions from the U.S. Department of Justice about allegations he 
enacted a voter suppression law with “discriminatory intent.” In 2023, Speaker Ben Toma and 
state Senate President Warren Petersen attempted to avoid being deposed about their motives for 
backing legislation making it more difficult to register to vote. The U.S. Supreme Court rejected 
Toma and Petersen’s claim of legislative privilege without comment. The U.S. Department of Justice 
and civil rights groups are challenging the laws, contending they “amount to intentional race 
discrimination in voting,” and have sought to question Toma and Petersen to buttress their 
arguments. The voter laws require proof of citizenship to vote for president and require county 
recorders to forward to the attorney general the names of people who are suspected of trying to 
register to vote without being citizens, among other provisions creating barriers to voting. The 
Justice Department and groups seeking to void the laws want to know what evidence legislators 
identified that non-citizens had voted, whether the legislators considered if the laws would affect 
certain groups of voters more than others, and what communications they had with outside groups 
regarding the purpose or effects of the laws. Toma and Petersen refused to provide certain 
documents and declined to answer questions, objecting to disclosing “private conversations with 
other legislators or third parties about the voting laws.” [Arizona Daily Star, 11/27/2023] 
 
Petersen sued to overturn a law requiring dark money groups to disclose big-money donors 
trying to influence elections. In 2023, state Speaker Ben Toma and state Senate President Warren 
Petersen sued the secretary of state, seeking to overturn Proposition 211, a newly passed law 
designed to shine a light on “dark money.” Over 72 percent of voters backed the law, which requires 
disclosing the identity of anyone who has given at least $5,000 to any front group making large 
expenditures to elect a candidate. In 2014, several groups poured $10.7 million into successful 
efforts to elect their favored candidates to the state Corporation Commission. The commission then 
approved a rate hike for Arizona Public Service, the state’s largest electric utility. Years later, the 

https://azmirror.com/2023/12/11/one-year-in-arizonas-universal-school-vouchers-are-a-cautionary-tale-for-the-rest-of-the-nation/
https://www.azfamily.com/video/2024/01/15/arizona-republican-claim-esas-dont-cost-taxpayers-anything/
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/81350
https://kjzz.org/content/1871133/arizona-democrats-call-republican-border-bills-illegal-stunt
https://tucson.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/supreme-court-arizona-legislature-voting-rights-laws-discrimination-claims/article_95c908d2-8d66-11ee-a56f-bfa0afa15d2a.html


company acknowledged publicly that it was the original source of the campaign funding. Toma and 
Petersen have argued that the law gives too much power to the secretary of state and deprives the 
legislature of its constitutional right to make laws. A superior court judge rejected the plaintiffs’ bid 
for a preliminary injunction and wrote, "An injunction would prevent the People's legitimate 
exercise of legislative authority from being given effect, and would prevent voters from learning the 
sources of money behind large-dollar election advertising; that is a hardship to the public." [Arizona 
Daily Star, 8/7/2023; Maricopa County Superior Court 12/2/23] 
 
The U.S. Justice Department's special counsel subpoenaed Petersen as part of a criminal 
investigation into efforts to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election. In 2023, 
Special Counsel Jack Smith subpoenaed Speaker Ben Toma, Senate President Warren Petersen, and 
state Senator Sonny Borrelli to testify and provide records of communications with then-President 
Trump about overturning the election. [AZ Mirror, 2/17/2023] 
 
Petersen is a member of at least two far-right Facebook groups. According to the Institute for 
Research and Education on Human Rights' special report, Breach the Mainstream: A National 
Survey Of Far-Right Membership In State Legislatures, Senator Warren Petersen belongs to at least 
two far-right Facebook groups. This report documents public Facebook groups that espouse 
“election denial, COVID denial, anti-vaccine ‘health freedom,’ Islamophobia, antisemitic conspiracies, 
attacks on Black Lives Matter and Black history under the anti-’Critical Race Theory’ banner, 
anti-abortion, ‘groomer’ anti-LGBTQIA bigotry, and even open appeals to white nationalism.” The 
group's Senator, Warren Petersen, is a member of include Arizonans for Liberty and Great 48!.  
[IREHR, 5/19/2022] 
 
Petersen threatened to withhold funding from Arizona State University after wildly claiming 
“institutionalized racism and neo-segregation” had taken over the campus. After a viral 
incident where two white students attempted to troll students of color with a “Police Lives Matter” 
sticker and claiming that “white” is a culture at ASU’s multicultural center where they were calmly 
asked to leave, 20 Arizona legislators drafted a letter attacking the University and threatened to 
withhold vital funding. The letter, signed by Senator Warren Petersen, criticizes the incident as 
“Racially-motivated harassment of two students and their subsequent removal from one of the 
campus’ study facilities that ASU has allowed a culture of institutionalized racism and 
neo-segregation to take hold on its campus.” The signers of the letter vowed to take legislative 
action, including the threat of withholding funding to the university. [Prescott eNews, 10/5/2021] 

 
Petersen called to withhold funding from school districts that implement mask mandates. 
The same day that three state universities announced they would implement mask mandates, 17 
Arizona legislators wrote a letter to Governor Ducey calling for him to withhold federal funding to 
schools that implement such policies. The letter highlights preemption saying that local 
governments cannot make their own policies and the real issues of, “The Arizona legislature, with 
the governor concurring, very intentionally enacted the laws at hand to protect Arizonans and 
Arizona children from the threat of government mandating them to wear a mask or be injected with 
a vaccine.” The letter publicly asks Ducey to withhold funding, provide Empowerment Scholarship 

https://tucson.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/arizona-lawmakers-move-to-block-dark-money-law/article_1a902464-3552-11ee-a3b8-dbcdc7ed3d09.html?fbclid=IwAR19pZUhyVuk_0kz-b6wXA9Io0PL_4sKvS0pxziTvlr8rKaoFIzw7Bit18s
https://azmirror.com/blog/gop-arizona-legislators-including-leaders-of-the-house-and-senate-subpoenaed-to-testify-in-special-counsel-probe-of-trump/
https://www.irehr.org/reports/breaching-the-mainstream/
https://twitter.com/libsoftiktok/status/1441202362073239553
https://twitter.com/libsoftiktok/status/1441202362073239553
https://prescottenews.com/index.php/2021/10/05/statement-on-arizona-state-universitys-institutionalization-of-racism-neo-segregation/


Accounts to students, and initiate legal action in those school districts. The following week, Gov. 
Ducey announced education grants that can only be directed to schools without mask mandates, but 
the Treasury Department said these grants are “not a permissible use” of federal funding. [Gila 
Herald, 8/12/2021; The Hill, 8/18/2021; AP News, 10/5/2021] 
 
Petersen sponsored anti-union legislation that imposed onerous and unconstitutional 
burdens on organized labor.  In 2020, Petersen introduced HB 2872, which attacked Arizona 
workers’ right to collectively bargain for wages and benefits. Additionally, the bill’s reporting 
requirements “[waste] union time and resources to duplicate administrative tasks already required 
by federal law”. Key provisions in HB 2872 bear striking resemblance to ”The Public Employee 
Rights and Authorization Act” and “Union Financial Responsibility Act”— two pieces of anti-union 
model legislation authored by the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), a corporate bill 
mill tied to billionaire rightwing donors. HB 2872 did not receive a hearing but was reintroduced 
and passed the following year as SB 1268. After the courts found SB 1268 unconstitutional, 
Republicans passed SB 1278 in 2022 to attempt to fix the law’s unconstitutionality; a federal court 
also imposed an injunction on that bill.  [AZ HB 2872 (2020), Held in committee, 3/16/2020; AZ 
AFL-CIO, Accessed 6/30/21; ALEC Model Legislation: Accessed 6/30/2021, Accessed 6/30/2021; 
The Mesa Tribune, 7/1/23] 
 
Warren Petersen sponsored legislation titled the “Arizona ICE Act” to force local police to 
help with deportations. According to KJZZ, “Senate President Warren Petersen’s Senate Bill 1164 
originally required law enforcement agencies to enter into agreements with the federal immigration 
officials by the beginning of next year to cooperate with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
officials. The version of the bill passed by Senate Republicans on Feb. 27 removed that broad 
mandate but explicitly bans cities, counties, and state agencies from adopting policies prohibiting 
cooperation with immigration officials. And it still requires certain agencies to help with federal 
immigration efforts.” Local police and state prison officials would be required to fulfill ICE detainer 
requests unless the person in custody can prove their legal status. This would result in racial 
profiling against immigrant communities. The bill passed the Senate on February 27. [KJZZ, 
2/27/2025] 
 
Warren Petersen attended Trump’s signing of an executive order banning transgender girls 
from participating in sports at the White House. Trump signed the order on National Girls and 
Women in Sports Day, and Warren Petersen was in attendance at the White House. The order, titled 
“Keeping Men Out of Women’s Sports,” gives federal agencies, including the Justice and Education 
departments, wide latitude to ensure entities that receive federal funding abide by Title IX in 
alignment with the Trump administration’s view, which interprets “sex” as the gender someone was 
assigned at birth. Petersen released a video about the executive order claiming,  “The war against 
women and girls is taking a dramatic turn for the better, and today, sanity is being reinstated.” He 
references a bill he sponsored, SB 1165, that bans transgender girls from sports, which is headed to 
the Supreme Court. [AZPM, 2/5/2025] 
 

https://gilaherald.com/rep-nutt-is-one-of-a-group-of-legislators-calling-to-withhold-federal-funding-to-schools-that-implement-a-mask-policy/
http://www.apple.com
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-doug-ducey-arizona-health-education-eeef3cfa74d609eecddc71d6cc2cdd3c
https://www.alec.org/model-policy/the-public-employee-rights-and-authorization-act/
https://www.alec.org/model-policy/the-public-employee-rights-and-authorization-act/
https://www.alec.org/model-policy/union-financial-responsibility-act/
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/74166
https://www.azaflcio.org/1268
https://www.alec.org/model-policy/the-public-employee-rights-and-authorization-act/
https://www.alec.org/model-policy/union-financial-responsibility-act/
https://www.themesatribune.com/news/state-must-reimburse-food-workers-lawyer-fees/article_008da55e-1479-11ee-ab25-037270f6309a.html
https://www.kjzz.org/politics/2025-02-27/arizona-ice-act-to-force-local-police-to-help-deportations-passes-state-senate
https://x.com/AZSenateGOP/status/1887179353999745153
https://news.azpm.org/p/edunews/2025/2/5/223567-az-senate-pres-petersen-goes-to-white-house-for-transgender-sports-order-signing/


Warren Petersen sponsored voter suppression legislation. Under the guise of speeding up 
election results, Petersen’s SB 1011 would end ballot drop-off on the Friday before Election Day, 
require voters to sign an early voting certificate for those voting early in person, and eliminate the 
use of emergency voting centers for specific elections. If someone wanted to drop off their ballot 
after Friday, they would be required to show identification and sign an affidavit. Closing emergency 
voting centers would create logistical issues for Arizona’s largest counties. “This legislation will end 
the frustration,” Petersen told KTAR News 92.3 FM’s The Mike Broomhead Show on Friday. “It will 
increase confidence in our system because, you know, sadly, with time or I guess justifiably with 
time, people have less trust.” Petersen said he spoke with Florida election officials about the 
electoral process. The bill was vetoed by Governor Hobbs. [KTAR, 12/16/2024] 
 
Warren Petersen called for Arizona universities to end their Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
programs to avoid the risk of any “unwanted regulatory attention.”. Petersen released a letter to 
the presidents of the three public Arizona universities to end DEI programs, calling them a violation 
of anti-discrimination law. On Feb. 10, Petersen posted on social media a letter asking all of the 
leaders of Arizona’s three main public universities to fully comply with an executive order signed by 
President Donald Trump in January calling for the end of "any programs promoting DEI that violate 
any applicable Federal anti-discrimination laws.” The University of Arizona reported it will create an 
inventory of DEI-related programs and continue to abide by state and federal laws. [AZ Central, 
2/18/2025] 
 
Warren Petersen said the newly formed Committee on Regulatory Affairs would function like 
DOGE. Petersen established the Regulatory Affairs committee after voters rejected Proposition 315, 
which would have given the Legislature more oversight over state agencies. Petersen said, “Anything 
that has to do with red tape, anything that has to do with regulations, anything that has to do with 
fraud, government waste, government reform, all of those policies would be assigned to this 
committee.” According to KJZZ, “Petersen said the committee could focus on bills that have gained 
some traction at the Legislature in years that would make it easier to build housing by cutting local 
government red tape. “I think if we have anything that has to do with time frames, licensing, those 
issues,” he said. He also said the committee could also take up bills dealing with term limits for 
elected officials, though he did not specify which offices would be the subject of that legislation.” 
[KJZZ, 11/29/2024] 
 
Warren Petersen sponsored legislation to preempt local government. Petersen’s SB 1013 
would require counties and cities to have a 66% majority to approve increases in taxes, fees, or 
assessments. Currently, the local officials in most municipalities need a simple majority to pass. The 
legislation would make it hard for local governments to raise taxes. Petersen said, “I think when 
you're talking about the force of government taking away property from somebody and spending it, 
then there should be greater protections.” The bill passed the Senate and is about to pass the House. 
[KJZZ, 1/21/2025] 
 
Hoffman and Petersen allegedly participated in a “quid pro quo”. Hoffman moved to Queen 
Creek, where he began to run for office with the support of Petersen and his family, who helped 

https://ktar.com/arizona-news/new-bill-speed-up-election-results-arizona/5637496/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-education/2025/02/18/university-of-arizona-assessing-dei-programs/79080710007/
https://www.kjzz.org/politics/2024-11-29/republican-leader-says-arizona-senate-has-its-own-doge-committee
https://www.kjzz.org/politics/2025-01-21/republican-proposal-would-make-it-harder-for-arizona-cities-to-raise-fees-taxes


raise $13,000 for his election to the Queen Creek Town Council. According to AZ Central, “VIP 
Homes, Petersen's family home-building company, bought Hoffman's Gilbert home and sold him a 
home in Queen Creek. Petersen helped broker the deal. VIP later sold the Gilbert home at market 
price for an apparent $25,000 loss and also allowed Hoffman to take possession of the new home in 
August 2015 rather than after the deal's closing date in September, which allowed Hoffman to meet 
the town's requirement for council member candidates to have lived in the town for at least one 
year before the Aug. 30, 2016, primary election.” Hoffman could have voted on a pending lawsuit at 
the time that VIP Homes had filed against Queen Creek, but the case was thrown out. "Hoffman 
purchased a VIP Home just like thousands of other people," Petersen said. "He also participated in 
the trade-in program just like any other customer." [AZ Central, 9/13/2023] 
 

 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2023/09/13/jake-hoffman-what-to-know-about-fake-elector-freedom-caucus-leader/70789224007/
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